Murton’s Timbercraft
Boat yard news
We are up and running   . The new shed is up lofting floor is down power is on and work is coming in it is looking good.
We have had displays at the A & P show and at Founders Park and Higgins park and we have been delivering flyers and cards all over the Richmond area .We Also attended the Picton Maritime Festival with NoCatchem and little one lots of fun it was a good day out.
 I had a look at our old Navy Whaler they are getting on with her restoration she should be back on the water for the next show along with the old sea scout cutter we had both of them are in Picton and are being restored for the long boat regatta held at the Festival.
The Antiques and classic boat show at Nelson Lakes is getting bigger every year  170-180 boats on show from the 1880s- 2009  from 5’6”- 40’ 2-3000 people visited the show we had NoCatchem / Little one / shear water / and a brand new John Welsford Daniels boat we launched on the day. NoCatchem got awarded the best powered boat at the show.
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NoCatchem with the Mathieson- Jeffcote Trophy.  In 1927 she won the Rotoiti power boat clubs Raglan shield at the lake. And in 2003 she won best hull at the Rotoiti north island boat show 

In the workshop
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I have just finished re-painting this fine 12ft clinker for Nick Patterson and re-ribbed Peter young’s 9ft clinker Dingy  Our 10ft Daniels boat is finished and on the water and ready to sell If I can get the boys out of her They spent most of the boat show in her 
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Nancy Cowline’s 10ft Daniels boat is well underway and will be finished ready for painting next week
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The new 12.8m x 8m workshop is up and filling up with boats it is attached to the existing 12m x 7m shed we are using as a machine shop. We also have 3 double garages for boat storage it is a lot more functional than what we had up north. 

We have sailed the old Idle Along 5-6 times in the estuary and have holed her once and broken the centreboard twice and she can not beat the tidal flow out of the estuary two many sand banks and logs. We need a fast shoal draft open boat with a engine to get us out off the Mapua tidal race a steel tilting plate and a fold up rudder lots of sail with a low centre of effete i.e. Gaff rigged with a mizzen and big enough to seat Family and friends for day trips to Able Tasman and Nelson area and have a bolt on cabin for those weekends away down the sounds or local bays and estuary’s lakes and Able Tasman  

Sounds like we need a Welsford Whaler with a new Navy Whaler rig I have. Fit clip or bolt on cabin from the mast to the aft end off the case and a boom tent to cover the rest extend the forward seat aft to the centre case to form a sleeping platform on either side of the case with storage under with some other miner alterations she will sleep all 4 of us comfortably. And mmmmmm I need her for next summer and the boss has given some restrictions I have to sell some off our boats so the Navy whaler has gone to Sea Port news trust in Picton to be restored and used at the maritime Festival. The Sea Scout cutter has gone to another trust in Picton to be restored and used in the longboat regatta held each year in Picton the x class has been sold and is going to be used locally as a day sailor as soon as I finish fitting tanks in her. Fishing machine / Jado has been sold and is returning to her home port in Auckland once I have replaced some ribs and floors engine beds and other miner repairs. The 30ft Launch and shear water and Heather are up for sale. I will be keeping NoCatchem and little one its time to slow down consolidate and spend more time with the Family. 
Our New whaler is under way all off her frames are done and the stem and stern.And one off our neighbours has also started to build a whaler as a day boat and for camping 
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   ?????? Only a Kiwi would be crazy enough to try and build a 45ft ferrow cement submarine he had completed the steel work then got arrested for growing dope to fund his project it’s now lying in the mapua estuary rusting away   
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The sub 

Regards Peter Murton
